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M:Alright, Doris, it's nice to see you again.
RURA Flea2xTELWD,

D:It's nice to see you, too, Misato.
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M:Yeah, like first time in seven years!

7THESD !

D:Oh, you haven't changed.
BRI TRVDI,

M:So do you.You look amazing.
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D:Thank you!
HOnE !

M:You look absolutely amazing.

AKEIZx LA P L~

D:So do you. You look beautiful.
bbb 1 EL WD !

M:Thank you.

Well, I want to ask you some questions...

you've been living in San Diego for more than 30 years, right?
HOMNE I,
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D:35 years.
354 &,



M:35years, and you know, you've been accepting international
students for many years and...you've accepted me, and

that was a great experience, thank you.
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D:You are one of my first.

BTV T AN 1 N5 T2,

M:And I think up till this moment, you've accepted more than
40 students, I think?

Could you tell us a little bit about what's the difference
between those students who get really good at English and

who...you know, end up not improving their English?
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D:Okay. The best way to learn English is not to speak your language.
When you get together with your friends, make yourself speak English.
That's what you are here for, to learn English, not waste money,

because it's very expensive, and the only way you are gonna learn English

is to talk to people who speak English.

Never be afraid to talk-if you make a mistake, people are happy to
help you, and don't be embarrassed, because there's nothing to be
embarrassed about. But the main thing is, you need to with people

who speak the language, or who really wanna learn.



And if you meet friends, you have to insist speaking English,

Believe it or not, within one week, you'll be speaking English with each other.
And I've seen it happen, and ones that don't learn English are the ones

that stay in their rooms, or hang out with their friends that don't speak
English.

They go to all the Asian stores, the Asian parties, the Asian clubs, or
wherever they are from, they find where their country is, and

that's where they are hang out, -and that's what you don't wanna do.

You wanna be where all the Americans are. So you can't speak English.
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M:I see, so did you have a lot of students who didn't improve their English?



BAHIEE,
Lo dbiiiE FELRD T2 FES>T—HNEHD 2

D:Many students didn't improve their English.

Because they didn't wanna learn.

I don't think they really wanted to learn.

They just came for the experience.

And I'll tell them:

"You are wasting your money."

"You are wasting your time. If you don't wanna learn, go home.

Do something else."

And if you wanna come here, insist on speaking English,

like you, Misato.

When you came, you didn't speak Japanese to anyone!
Remember, my first student, that you met...Yuki,

he could not speak a word of English, and

I told him, "Oh, Misato speaks Japanese. You talk to her."

So you come home, and he asked you questions in Japanese,
and you only answered it in English.

And he was so nervous. But within one week, he was talking to her.
Now they are friends after all these years, now they are friends,
and he speaks good English.

Do you still speak to him in English, or in Japanese?
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M:It's Japanese, of course. We both live in Japan.

It's kinda weird to speak to each other in English.
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D:Misato's right.

Don't speak your language. Stay away from it.

Stay away from it.

And if you don't wanna stay away from it,

don't even come. Stay at home.

But there are many opportunities to speak English.
And you'll get in the comfort zone when you

speak your own language. 'cuz I speak German, and
when I speak German, I get real nervous, and I start to
get real tense, because I think I'm not speaking well,
so I understand what it's like in the beginning.

But after a week or two, it starts getting better.
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M: You know, it's so funny that many Japanese people
have this fantacy that once you go abroad, I mean,
they can learn to speak English like this, like,

really fast, but actually it's not, unless you make an
effort to speak in English, you'd never be able to

learn to speak it.
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D:Right, you are absolutely right.

Everybody thinks they just have to come here, and

they'll learn it.

But they are speaking their language most of the time.

And that's the problem.

If you decide you are gonna just speak in English,

I had one student who would not hang out with Taiwanese girls,
because she knew if she's with them, she'd speak Taiwanese

all the time, so she stayed away from people who spoke

her language.

And she was very very good at English.
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M:Good, good.
So, you know, you had like 40 students...
and do you have any speacial experience or

good memories with them?
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D:Oh, I had some very good memories.

And I had bad memories, too.

The good memories are: people who love to talk with you.
If you are gonna live with homestay, talk with the people.
And learn how they live.

Watch TV with them. Do things with them.

You don't have to go everywhere,

but just be around them, see how they interact.

Don't hide, because we think you don't like us

if you hide, you know, stay in your room.

You know, I had several really good students, and

I had, out of all the 40 people, I think I had maybe

three, that I don't want anything to do with again,

and that is pretty good. That's pretty good.



And also, real important.

If you aren't happy with your homestay, do not stay there.
You are not forced to stay there,

I know some people are afraid, because the country they

are from, you have a lot of pride, and you are embarrassed to
complain, but if you are not happy with your homestay,

you should never stay there.

That's the biggest problem students have-they stay where
they are very unhappy.

And your whole experience being in the United States is

the bad experience.
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M:Do you have any advice for people, students who are looking

for a good homestay family to stay with?
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D: Go to a place that doesn't set a bunch of rules.
I didn't set any rules, and that way, I didn't have
any reason to get upset.

If I set rules, and if it's not done, then I'd get mad.

Since I didn't set any rules, I think it worked really well.

Just keep the main rooms clean-the kitchen, living room and
the bath room. Keep those clean.

Clean up after yourself.

Always clean up after yourself-so important.

And, if you feel a little uncomfortable there,

after one month, then don't stay there anymore.

If they charge you for electricity and water, get out.

If they feed you separetely, get out.

One girl that moved in with me,

she lived where the bedroom was downstaires and

the family room was upstairs and she was not allowed
to go upstairs.

The kitchen-she was not allowed to use the kitchen,

she had to stay downstairs, they brought food to her.
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M:0h my God. That's like a prisoner!

A AR !

D:Yeah, she stayed there for three months, and

her Japanese roommate was too afraid to leave.

So you don't ever stay where you are unhappy. Ever.
And don't stay in a place that's unsafe.

If it's not safe, move, 'cuz there're a lot of good places.
The organizer who's in charge of homestay will help you

find a new place.
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M: Well, T was very very lucky to have you as my host mother.

T EDBFDRA N TE T,

D:Well, thank you!

HVnELH !

M:It was really a good experience, a highlight of my San Diego
life, actually. It was really fun, you know, all the people

watching TV...
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D:Yeah, it was a really fun time, I had some really great times and
I had some very boring times, too.

It's nice to have...

Don't live in a place where you are isolated,

if you can find a place that maybe has another student,

you might feel a little bit more comfortable.

But if you like living alone, by all means do that,

'cuz there are also very good homestays for one person.

But I liked my place, because I had people from different cultures.

One time, we had 10, 8 people from 8 different countries.



I, BIUXRLWE E STz,
BLWEEEOELRNEE EHoTE - - -
HOMRREES N TN D E ZAILEA LS H A L,
WEDIZFEENND L ZATHIUX

Lo L IPEEICE w500,
TH—ATERATCWRLZERDBNNEEB S D D,
1 AT I TR TNDENNER—A AT 1372 SAHDHND,
THRD E Z AT E o7 - -

WA IR A Z RS T2 NI T,

bDH L XA,

8 EMNH 810 AbWeZ Enb 7D X,

M:Really? You had 8 people ?

R h28 A2

D: Yeah,
At my table. They brought their friends over.

And we had like 8 people from 8 different countries.

It was neat.

And I loved it.

Personally I liked the laughter,when they are laughing,
just having a good time, it makes me feel good, 'cuz
they are happy.

That's what I like-always hearing you guys laugh.

Do things together, see you guys go places.

I knew you were happy-that you were satisfied.

That's good.
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M: Finally, do you have any advice for people
who are thinking about coming to learn to speak English
here, in the United States?

Do you have any advice for them?
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D:Well, it depends on what school they start off with.
Most people who come here for three months,

they go to San Diego States.

They find out that the junior colleges are cheaper,
and they transfer and they stay for two years.

And don't be afraid, if you don't like the school,

you don't have to stay at San Diego State.

You can move on.

Advice-

Don't think every car is $3,000.

If Someone tells you, the cars are $3,000 in the United States.
Yeah, you can buy a car for $3,000 and pay $6,000 to fix it, yes.
If you are lucky, you can find a $3,000 car.

But it's not always that easy.

If I can find one that easy,

I'll be buying one for 3,000, too.
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And don't expect every homestay's gonna cook,

'cuz Americans don't like to cook anymore.

You know, it's just....be open.

Make a effort to say "hi", when you wake up in the morning.
I had one student who would walk by, didn't even say "hi".
She'd walk by, and she was so unfriendly.

You know, I couldn't wait until she left.

But that's one of the three or four I don't like.

But otherwise, I love the experience.

I loved it.I had so much fun...all the years I did it.

I did it for eight years.

And I had some wonderful people.

T, I TOR—=LAT A BT L 3R e - -

T AU NSTRITEELT 2 OB TZN D (5K

T oo o o



ThA—T L TWNAZ L,

Hi > TWo % & L THRLWVWO,

i & via,

I BN~ AR ATTIESTH Hi o TEDLRWbIT,
ToZKEUES THTUTKORFLE LR b (&
THZIIIF TATEST234 NDHHD— A,
ZNLUAMTT TS WU T2,

e b= AR E . - -

SIEL L= &,

T WWATZB B U,

M: That's great.
Thank you very much.

Do you have anything else you'd like to add?

Thank you, Doris.
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